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llwlr halberds In rot, and (ho sergeant crying, "In th* 
king's unmet" cnmo nt Stephan with drawn sword and 
almok florcoly nt him. Hut Stoiihon lot tho great start 
drop on tho sergeant's shoulder, nnd tho scrgcnnt's nrm 
foil powerless by Ills side. Thereupon tho guards orlod 
nloml, nnd people began to come out of their houses. 
And Stephen's eyes gleamed: nnd when the guards thrust 
nt him, ho Btriick at them, nnd two of them he stretched 
senseless on tho ground, for his height nnd reach ware 
such that ho struck llinm before they could como nonr 
enough to touch hlml nnd, having no IIrearms, they could 
not brill* him down. And tho princess, now fully dronsod 
In her nwn garments, enmo out Into the outer room and 
stood thero, looking nt Stephen. Her bosom' rose nnd 
fell, nnd her eyes grew dim ns she lookod; and growing 
very eager, nnd being very much moved, sho kept mur¬ 
muring to herself: 

"1 have not said no thrice, not thrice!" 

And It seemed to her a brave thing to -hnvo such ■ 
mnn to fight for her, nnd to offor Ids life to hide her 
shame. 

Now, old King Henry was not a patient mnn, nnd 
when ho had walled two hours without nows of con, 
dnughtor or countess, ho llew Into a mighty passion, nnd 
sent ono for his horse and another for Rudolf's horse 
nnd n third for Rudolf himself; and ho drunk a draught 
of wine, and called to Rudolf to accompany him, that 
they might sec for themselves what the lazy hounds of 
guards were doing that they had not yet como up with 
the quarry. Thus they traversed the elty, riding swiftly, 
the ukl king furiously upbraiding ovory ollleor nnd boI- 
dler whom ho met; nnd then thoy rode to the goto, nnd 
all the gatekeepers Bald that nobody had gone out, nave 
that one gatekeeper admitted that two apprentices of 


TI3PIIKN1 Stephen! Stepbenl" 

The Impatient cry was heard nil 
through tho narrow, gloomy street, 
where the old, richly enrved honso 
fronts bowed lo meet ono another, 
and left for tho eye's comfort only a 
bnro glimpse of bluo. It was, men 
said, the oldcBt street In Strolsnu, 
oven ns tho sign of tho Hllver Ship 
was tho oldest sign known to exist 
In the city, for when Aaron Lazarus, 
tho Jow, came there, seventy years 
before, ho had boon tho tenth man In 
unbroken lino that took up tho busi¬ 
ness, And now Stephen Nndos, 
his apprentice and successor, was 
a Lazarus hnd mudo a great liusl- 
id spent Ills savings In buying up the 
street; but slnco Jews might then hold 
rolsau, ho hnd tnkon nil the deeds In 
hen Nados, and when ho came lo die, 
. and earing not a straw for any man 
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"1 will refuse you." nhn cried, "when I please." 

"And you will bring the countess, nuuliunc?" 

"I am very sorry for her. J have behaved III to her, 
Stephen, though 1 meant only to jotrt." 

"Thero Is room for amends, mndnme," said ho. 

The princess looked long and curiously 'In his faco; 
but he met her franco with a quiet smile. 

"It grows late." sold he, "and you should not bo 
longer here, madomo. flhall 1 escort you to tho palace?" 

"And havo every one asking with whom Stephen the 
smith walks? No, I will go oh 1 cnmo. You havo not an* 
ffwored me. Stephen.” 

"And you havo not refused me, madnme." 

"Will you nnstvor mo tomorrow, whon I como with 
tho countess?" 

"Yes. I will answer Ahon." 

The princess hod drawn noar to tho door, nnd now 
3tephon opened It for her to pass out; and as sho 
crossed tho threshold she enld: 

"And I will refuse you thon—perhaps,’’ with which 


Your king's word must bo enough and, slnco this yoling fool (and he pointed to nm son 

Henry) will not wonder whllo sho Is caged, let him go 
Whcro ho will. Then as soon ns Osra has refused tho 
smith a third time, wo will send again for tho bishop.' 

"And what nm I to do, sire?" aEkod Stephen the 
smith. 

"Why, my son-in-law that would be," chuckled the 
king, "you may go back to where you camo from till I 
send for you again." 

So Stephan, having thanked the king, went back homo, 
and. sitting down to tho chnslng of a cup, bccaino-very 
thoughtful. For It seemed to him that tho countoss hnd 
been hardly treated, and that tho prince deserved happi¬ 
ness. and that tho princess wan yet more lovely than sho 
hnd neemod to him boforo. Thus In his work and hie 
.re unruly things, meditations tho afternoon woro away fast. 

; Is It not so, son _ . . _ 


"Why. no. smith. 

*° r "And your Majosty says that slioloves moV 
"I do sny so, smith." 

"Then," said Stephen, 
a# there's a heaven above us, 
l’rlnco lludolf laughed; 
grentnr scorn; 
pnnlon's bosom 
"Clond, good!" he chbcklcd, 
rlnga, smithi 

goes—ch, son Itudolf7—and 
go, you must not doubt, friend Stephen, 


*1 nm very sorry for her; for, 
, sire. I do not love hor." 
Osra'H nmllo broadened In 
the countess hid her fnco In her cora- 
; tho old king roared out a gruff burst. 

___ ‘But It will como with mar- 

tor with marriago love either comes or 
ilncc In this cuso It ennnot 
' -1, that It will come." 

admitted Btcphen, "were 
noBt passionately love another." ^ tUI ~ nm 
"Our affections," said tho king. "n“ 
smith, nnd must bo kept In repression 
Itudolf?" , „ 

••It should be so, sire," nnswered 11 
nut tho Princess Osra, whoso oyes I 
Stephen's ngurc, horo broke suddenly I 
tlon. 

"And nro you pledged to hor whom 

.. iho naked, 

••I have not ventured to tell her of n 
nnswered ho, bowing lo - 
‘Then there In no 

- "Tho Imrm Ilea ll 

•Tell u« something 
cess; nnd tho king, wl 
others, chimed In. 

S refer to Ihls Indy. 

r docs she sell llow, 
listen, countess, nnd 


or woman alive, s'uvo Stephen, he Undo Stephen let tho 
deeds ho, nnd, with n Inst curse against the Chris Inns 


(of whom Klophon wns ono, nnd n dovout one,, no uhu, 
the young mnn. nnd turned his fnco to lh0W “ la, ' J '! n 
’Therefore, Stephen wns a rich mnn, nnd hnd no need to 
carry on tho husInoss-thouKh It never ontored his mind 
to do anything cIbo. , 

’ "Stephen, Stephen!" cried Prince Henry, Impnt enl y 
hammering on Iho closed door with hl» whip. 1 Inguo 

lulcc Iho rnonl Is ho dead?" . .... ... 

The men In tho qunrtcr went on with their "Otk tho 
women moved Idly to tho doors; tho girls com, out Into 
tha Blivet, and clufltorod here and there. looKing ai u 

gtonotuly? 

1,8 Presonliy Btephen'ramo'unholtjng^hfadoorwUhmueJj 

deliberation; nnd greeting Prince 
courtesy. Ha was not very well ,lc /L“ cd n i° 1 
lor It wnn a tlcklWh moment with thei noset of Bt. later, 
nnd Htcphcn would have liked to finish the Job uni nt or 
runted. Htlll, tho prlnco Was a prince, “/^nlkrnan and 
friend, and Stcphon would not to uncivil" to him. 

"You rldo early today, sir," ho observed, patting tno 

Che "nmx ? ?a r g 00 d reftflon," answered Henry. "The Lion ?ycs.’ and, t 

rnK "Wlmt y hag vexed tho kin*?'' ')h r nvlrnanled phicfd ^ood f h5mor. 

that I'rlnco llonry spoke of hhi Xii rThShid H0 PMS.onately. A 

tho Lion, now nu old ntan, yet ns fierce uh when ho had wor |< B j n 

been young. "Is It your brother "¥“1'); . AnA h(> sell flowers, nor is 

"For a marvel, no. It la myself, Stcphon. AnrthB ca re If sho wore, 

more furious with me than ho huH c\ ihnt dark ov , er °V r , H l rc 

rtolf— ny. even more thnn ho was at all tho stories that olhor K | r i with he 

f0,, ?.SSl *whai r ?s' l |l[o"causo of It nil. sir. nnd how Is It In V't'ClTth! 

my you h wff| T find out very soon,” said tho n " slophen smiled 

with u hitter Isugh. "You will bo «cnt for to tho pnlnco olll „ n(1 „ ho w l»on 

ln "df l |L'is'nboul tho'klng'B ring, the ring Is no. Snlshcd," % 

"“'‘"Uls'imt about tho ring. Vet, Indeed. It ts. Ill a wny, “rtlf'tno'k’no'Vnoro i 

about a ring. For you are to be married, Stephen. Inis craW llnic up my v 

very day you arc to he married. , the Inst, time that 

Vi think not, sir," said Htcphon, mildly. .For It la a But Bh0 was so b 

thing that a man himself hears about. If It thut until 1 had fo 

"Hut tho king thinks so, Stephen. Havo you remarked lovc ; an( t until she 

among my sister Osra's Indies a certain dnrk lady with nu other maiden n 

black hair, and cycn-1 ennnot describe hor c>«s? "H secnis to m 

"Hut you can tell mo hor name, sir, suggested Blc hnp nrudcnc 

phen, who was n practical mnn. friend Stephen, yo 

1 "Her nemo? Oh, hor namo Is Hilda. Hilda von Lnu- Man^ lovers sw^nr 

engrain. ^ Unow lho countess Hilda. I havo made a w hj 1 n shrnwd look 

hrn "8ho tC \n 'the moKt beautiful creature al[vo|" cried | t | n g V °"Ho knows 

Prlnco llonry In n sudden rapture, and so loudl> (being king." 

carried awny by his paBslon) that the girls hoard him, ••Then hu may 
and wondered of whom ho spoke with bo great an on- B3ll i thc^rlnefl^pc 

t,IU "To m thoiro to whom she seems such," °b , rorvcd Ste- Stephen, and lho C 

phen. "Hut, pray, how am I concerned. In. all this. Hr. from iho folds of 1 


what had happened; and tho king could not mftko hoaa 
or tall of tho babel of voices. And Prlnco Kudo]C dropped 
lib; reins and sal on his liorso laughing. But tho King, 
his patience being cloun gone, drew his sword ana dr|«sa 
llurccly, "Alriko way I" and not spurs to his horeo, not 
recking whether ho hurt ony mnn In life or limb, inut 
ho gained .v paasago through the crowd anil camo non.* 
to Htepben’s Iioukc, Prince Jtudolf following In his vvako, 
still greatly amused at nil that was happening. ,, 

But lho alght they saw urreHtcd even Prlnco Kudo ft 
smlleH, and he raised himself In his utlrrups with a aud* 
don cry of wonder. For four more of tho gunrd hop 
come, and there wero now six standing round tho door¬ 
way, and three lay Ktrctchcd on the ground; and Stcphon 
tho smith still stood on the threshold with his staff m 
hla hand. Blood flowed from it wound Jn his head, but 
he twirled his stuff to and fro. and was not wc'i'-y, vnci 
none of tho guard oared to rush In and close with him. 
Hut when tho king heard that Stcphon tho fmlth 
resisted tho officers, would not suffer hla houso to be 
searched, ho foil Into a groat rage; and ha roarod oul 
on them nil. calling thorn onward, and, beforo^hls son 
or any ono ohe could stop him, ho drew his sword and 
dug his spurs into hi* homo. Tho horse bounded for¬ 
ward and knocked down one oi tlip guards who stood 
round Stephen. Then tho king, nellhor challenging Sto- 
nlien to yield nor giving him tlma to stand nsldu, bojug 
curried awny by passion, raised hla sword and rodei full 
ut film. And lho Princess, from within, caught ajffht ot 
Ids fuco. ami Hilo fell on her knees with ft m°ftn;«nd hid 
her lace. Then Stephen saw thut It was tho king, and 
none other, who rouo against him. Ho hnd no time lor 
thought, for tho king was on him in tho spaco of a aco- 
ond. and hu could^do nothing but drop tho start that. ho 
held and atund dofensoleas In lho doorway; for he would 
neither strlko the king nor ylold tho passage, But the 
king, not heeding In his l'ury that Stcphon Tiod droppod 
his staff, drew buck Ids arm nml lunged with 
nnd thrust tho smith through tho ojicsL^and 8tephcn 
reeled nml foil on ono luico, anil his blood flowed out on 
tho Htono of the doorstop. Then the king rolnod In his 
liorso, and snt looking do'wn on Stophon; hut Rudolf 
leaped in tho ground, and cnmo and enught hold of Ste¬ 
phan, supporting him. and asking, What does It moan, 

lT1 *Thon BU'phenI being™cry faint with hla wound, said t 
with difficulty: ,, 

"Come Jn alono—you and tho king alone. , .. 

Prlnco Rudolf locked at tho king, who shen 1 lied'Jhls 
sword and dismounted from hIM horse; nml tho punco 
supported Stephen Innldo lhe house, and tho king followed 


sCqolsnu. while flve mounted men rode at n gallop to ouch 
•rt tho live gates of lho city, bearing commands that tho 
«tcs should be closed, and no man, woman or child bo 
allowed to pn.*s out without an order under tho lmnd of 
the king’s marshal. And the. king sworn by heaven, and 
by much else, that ho would lay them—that Is lo say, the 
persons whoso disappearance enured all this hubbub—by 
the heels, and that they should know Hint thero wns 11 to 
In tho Lion yet. And the reason of the whole thing was 
no other than this, that the room of tho Princess Osra 
was empty, nnd lho room of the Countoss Hilda was also 
empty, and nobody had set eyes on llonry, tho king s son, 
for the lust two hours or more. 

Through nil the city wont tho guard* They rnn- 
rencked every crevice and cranny of every house, nml dis¬ 
played the utmost seal Imaginable. And thus having 
traversed nearly ull tho city, nnd set tho whole place III 


ZX KT 1 uney-W'JlS 

Stephen, reKurdlnK thujas WJJJI 

i on«* day, when the clouds hung 
she camo riding down 11, an, Ji 0 Q?T 
Tho two stopped beforo my door, 

you°So""for mo." remarked Prince 

no the bracelet, she rodo on again 
c c me tlmn n't the tile, that 'acre 
And that wajf lho Hrst. and i* 
have spoken to her until thin day. 
ilful that there uod 

K k p?ln'?o 0, Rul.r"ihat the. oath 
i it * fnr If she proves obdurate, 
Jill then’be able lo go olnowhore. 

"k^'^oSlL." said Stephen. 

'hlrn"alone. my son," JoidtheoM 
it the country knows of Its futuro 


"This pestilent mnlth Is gone to bed! ho cried In 
vexation. "But wo must leave no honso unsoiirchcd. 
Come, wo must brenk In lho door!" nnd he began to ox- 
eiralne tho door, nnd found that it wax a flno. solid door, of 
good oak. and clamped with Iron. . , . 

"Phew! wo shall havo a Job with this door, ho sighed. 
"Why. In tho devil’s name, doesn’t the fellow Answer? 
Stephen! Stephen! Ho there, Stephen!" 

Yet no nnswer cnmo from tlir. Insldo of the honso. 

But at this moment another sound cnmo smiting on 
the ear of the sergeant nnd his men. It was tho-sound 
of names crackling. From the house next to Stephen n 
(which belonged to him, but wns Inhabited by a fruit 
seller) thero .veil'd out smoko In volumes from every win¬ 
dow, and the fruit seller nnd his family appeared at the 
windows, calling for aid. Seeing this, the sergeant blew 
very loudly the whistle that ho cnrrled. nnd crlnd "Fire 
and Undo his men run and procure n ladder; for plainly 
the fruit Heller's houso wns on fire, and ll was n mo.ro 
urgent mnitor to rescue mon and women from 'burning 
thnn to nnd tho countess nnd the prlnco. Presently lho 
ladder cmn*. nnd n great crowd of people, roused by tho 
whistle and tho cries of tiro, camo nlHo; und then tho door 
of Stephen's houso was opened, nr.: ' ‘ 

looking out, asked whnt was lho matter. 


The King Thrust the Smith Through 
the Chest 


so; unu uit-.i .n,i ....... 

inct Stpphen litmoslf, 

„„„ ... ..Bain* tout tlrnt 

tile next l.olise mbs on tire, ho looked very gravo-for tho 
ih, house wns his—and watted for a moment 10 watrh tlm 

»n tho trult , C || or nni ] family being hrouglit down thn Intl- 

It was ,| cr- which task was safely nnd prosperously nccom- 

It hnd • nllfhed. Hut tho sorgeant said to him: 

„ "The fire Slav well sprci.O, nnd If thero lo nny ono 

" , In your hrn.se, R would he prmlcut to gci them out." 
on du- Then three lads—ono hcln* very tn 11—came nut of Ste- 
ully ns phen's house, clad In tholr leather brooches, their aprons 
Henry nnd the elosc-ntlhig cops Hint npprontlcos woro. nnd for 
Honry n mon , pnt lhc) . .i„ 0 d watching the lire nt lho fruit aoll- 
lld not Then seeing thal tho lire was burning down-whlch 

Icamnnr it did very qulckly-thcy did not stny till thu nttontlon 

smith Of tho sergeant wns rolcnsed from It. but, scconuinnlurt 

l Yoi by Stephen, turned down Iho slrect. nnd. going along nt 

th.rn n brisk rale, turned tho corner und enmo Into tho open 

i th.rn space In front of the cathedral. 

I Ihero .-Tho gates will bo shut, I fear." said tho tallest np- 
amo lo prentleu. "How cnmo tho Aro. Stephen?' 

of tho "It "S-' 1 three or four trusses nf hay. sir, and a row 
looked, orowns to ropolr Ills scorched paint. Shall wu go to tho 

•hn’t’ho K ’ U °Ves. wo must try tho gnto,''' raid I’rlnco llonry gntlt- 

In Irt- erlng the hand of tho countess Inin his: nnd the third ap- 

prentice walked slloiUly by Stephen's aide. Yot onco, ns 
Ilia an- she went, site said softly: 
tod or -'So It was no Irlck. Stephen?" 

i street "No trick, hut lho truth, madnme." said Slephen. 

iilMiut "1 do not know," said Osrn, "how I nm lo return to 

nor- so the pnlnco In those clothes." 

renllv "Let us get your hrnllier nnd tho countess away 
tv aid nrst." counseled the smith. 

in cure Now. whon they cnmo to the nearest Rntc, It was 

or was Shut: hut nt lho moment n troop nf mnumoil men ro.lo 

I houso up. havtnR been sent by the klitg to-scour lho country 

1 vrlled round, tn ease the fi.RllIvcs should have nlrendy esenped 

from the elty; nnd thu commands nt Df tho company bora 
n.,.1 tin tin order from the king's marshal for the opening of tho 

lie w a getc. Seeing this. Stephen tho smith wont up to him and 

IV s.v.,11 - Began in talk lo him, lho three apprentices standing elosu 

nr . IV hv. The commandant know Btet'hon well, nml was 

1 pleased to talk with him while lho galea were opened 

..... and the trnopors Hied through. Stephen kept close by hint 

smith III! 'he troopers were nil through. Then ho turned and 

i clouds spoko to tho apprentices, amt I hey nodded nasonl. iho 

nouns commandant cheeked Ills hnruo for nil Instant, when tin 

me ev.i was half way through lho gate, nnd bent down nml look 

ino cyo Btonlien's hand in shake In farewell. And Stephen took 

ns vou lil» hand with marvelous rrlefldUncss. and held It. nnd 

5 would not lot him go: and tho apprentices edged enu- 
t, n tiouHlv noarer nnd nenrer lho gate, 
snrn in "ISnough. mnn, enough!" laughed tho commandant. 


12 today, and you will no orougut tm-ro unu. ™ 
will be mnrrlctl to hor. And. by heavens, I 11 nnto your 
blood If vou arc!" And with this sudden outbreak of 
fury the-prince ended. Yet a moment later ho put nut 
hls’linnd ta tho smith, saying.' Its not your fau't. man. 

-flint Is ti'.io enough/' said the smith, fo. 1 hnto no 
desire lo marry hor. And It Is not lilting that a lady of 
her birth should mute with n smith; for Mho Is of a 
great houso, nnd sho would halo and despise mo. 

* Brlnco Honry woo about to assent, when his cyo 
chanced to fall on Btcphen, tho smith. Now, the smith 
was a very handsome mnn, handsomer, many said, than 
Prince Rudolf himself, whom no lady could look at with¬ 
out admiration; he Blood II feet and - Inelsesi. * J h J*9 
working shoes; he wns very broad, and could leap higher 
nnd hurl a mono farther than any man In Btrclsau. More¬ 
over, ho looked kind nnd genllo, yet was known to grow 
angry at times, nml then to be very dangerous. There¬ 
fore, Prlnco Henry, knowing (or thinking that he knew) 
the caprices of women, nnd how they nro caught by this 
and Hint, was suddenly selood with a terribto four that 
the Countess Hilda might not despise Stcphon tho smith. 
Yet ho did not express his fear hut said that It was on 
impossible thing that a Indy cl the countess- blrlh (for 
the Houso of Luuongrnm was very noble) should sal a 
silversmith, oven though lie wore ns line a follow as hla 
good friend Slophcn; to which gracious speech Stephen 
marie no reply, but stood very thoughtful, with his hand 
on tho neck of Iho chestnut mare. But at last he said: 

•Tn nny case It ennnot he, for I nm hound already. 

"A wlfo'f Have you a wife?" cried the prince, eagerly. 


w ^i , SS,'V53i® lf P' st «* he "- 

ny ,!»•««". I 1>JV« « I!" added' I'rlnco Rudolf. 

wllh A a n fnertY !Sl«‘ -Intf poor Henry hero mny bo cured 
by AnVtfo l'rlnecs. Osra leant a little farther forward 
nnd "Toll ""her* name, and wo will -end for her. Indeed. 

hSd put lho old I.lon In better temper, and ho thought 

,0V VtT» h U« plwYant'est way." said Prlnco Rudolf:‘^ut 
lier "name 8 1 Hot 

her " said lho princess, her eyes wandering from lho 

116 A foment or two passed before they understood what 

OV "The h oId n klng t h!.v'lng r reeove , red from his lit of laugh¬ 
ing, looked round on Urn, smith with Inlhdto ammo men"t ; 

nMl T*li* l, heM? U Sf 0 v?onvan^s. h Mf , it would .com. a .imago 
-• for tho Princess Osrn hear ng what tlio smith 
• I nml learning that 10 hnd fallen passionately 
in *iovo' with her on tfto morn sight of her beauty. smf- 
rfenlv felt a ^tendornoss for him. and a g r eat'>r nJmIra 
lion\hnn I’lio Imd entertained heforo; and, although chc 
haPbored ^ absurd idea of llstenlnB l*ij madnoss, jr 
nf doing anything In the world hut laugh at It ns It do 

served, yet-sho urnddonlyox K leaeedn 


•M was not weeping for them." mild the princess. 
Blephcn was .silent for a lltlle while, and Ihen ho said! 
"Du vou weep, madnme, liocuuso l nm dying? 


"Would you have inn live, madnme/’ lie asked. 

"No. I would not—No—Hut I do not know," she said 
Then Stephen tlio smith smiled, and Ids emllo wuf 

l,nP "Yel," an Id he, "It would mako small difference M 
the Princess Cum whether Stephen the smith lived oi 

“ C At Ihls. nlthoueh he lay there a dying man, yet I 
sudden Hindi of rod spread nil over her dieokH, and snt 
LurnoiJ hor oyes awny from him. and sho would not meet 
!iln glance; und »ho nuiUo him no answer, and ho sali 

,BU "!vhaL can It concern the princess wholhor I 11 vo oi 

J, °Btlll Iho blush burnt on hor ‘•'heck, and Htlll ahAdiM 
no 'ii-M\vor to give lo Stephen oh ho lay dying with nil 
Rend on her lap. And a bright Btong ■cumo lii'o hia-uyea 
and ho tried to move 11 hand townid her hand, um 
site, seeing Ills effort, put out her lmnd and hold Ids, un< 
ho whispered very low, for ho could hardly *ponk. 

"You havo not yet refused inu three times, nmdume. 
At Hint her eyes cnmo back to his. and theh ejW 
dwell long on ono another. And for a moment It 
to them nut »H ihlim-# became possible, life and Joy nni 
love. Yet slnco all could not he, [hey were cOnt'UU that 
none should be And the princess bout low over Ids head, 

;,,u ^ y'tWnWl&l you thrive. Stephen." 

Ills Ups Just tnin-cil uuvv uguln. unu, living very new 

him. she l.vnr.1:.. , _ ... 

"No!" au\Viihe,"un,'l she klssutl hlrf lips; atul ho smiled 
uml itirnml on tils s-hle, nml he nusilcil Ills head, aa ll 
were, V, allv on her lap, nml he said nu more 

Thus died Slephen the silversmith of Strelantt, liappj 
In Ids death lie,Muse Osra tho prlm-ess hud not refused 
lit thrive. All,I she laid him gently on tho ground, and 
,1,1 pent Itvross to where tlio king sat with liu- 


"Do not consent lo marry her, however urgently tho thing, . 
king mav commnml you." . .. had said, 

Tho smith shook Ills head, smiling at II. Prlnco Honry |„ o v..... .... . .. 

rode sorrowfully awny, spending not u glance on tho bevy denly felt n tcnuprn, 
of glrlw who watched him go. .... "— 

Now. suro enough, when tho clock on tho cathedral 
wanted a nunrtsr of ntt hour of noon, two of tlio king s 
guard eumo nml hade Stephen follow them with all haste 
to tile palace; and, since they wero very urgent and no 

time was tn ho Inst, ho followed them as ho was. In Ills .. . 

apron, without washing Ills hands or getting rid nf lho fully: 

dust hat hunk about him from Ills work, , Am 

u Tho Lion nut In his great clmlr. lie was a very lltln n » this? 
old man, with a faco haggard and dooplv lined; his eyes, "Yot 
sot fnr back in Ills head, glowed nnd gloworod. and his oath." sc 
ilnaars nulled his sparse whllo hoard, On Ills right, Prlnco "Well 

itudolf ln e!\ on tv low seat, smiling nt lha play; on Ills "Thai 

left snt that wonderfully fair Indy, tho Princess Osrn, ho fixed 
then In Iho llrst bloom of her young bon illy, and sho was her eyet 
smiling scornfully. Prlnco Henry stood before Ids father, nngrlly: 

Olid Homo yards (tom him was the Countess Hilda, tram- “Yes, 
hllpg unit tearful, supported by ono of her companions; ho looko, 
and finally slnco tho nrohb s top wns Bono to Rome lo refusal, 
not ’himself " scarlet hat. thu filshop of Mode;,stein, a "it Is 
yomm man of noblo family, wob Uiorp; most r clUy nr* tho .king, 
raynil in ciiolcost laco and handsomest vestments, ready 
to perform lho ceremony. . , , 

Tho It In it's fury had Imd a nlgl 
crow cool In, and It had noiv spttlei 
mood, that nrened no lens re— — 
wrath. Thero was n grim i 
dressed the j. 
wus standing hetween tho 

"Tho lh -- ' • 

Inff gruclousnesa, 
my frionrt. ,V. r s - ... 

"It’K a thousand cro 
alone, air," i 
ho named, . ..... 

"For much faithful servla 
Rudolf laughed again. "I hn 
reward you with tho hand of 


"For n man. sire." murmured Pr nro 
was very learned in iho perilous knowlod 
t nnd a morning to whims, und niuybo readi aoniotning on* 

. pwut.u Into a cold, Ironical in hla slater's heart. Certainly l»o lool 
•solution than his llrst Jierco laughed; und said to tlio king: 
jmlle on his fuco as lie ltd- "Biro, 1 think this mnlth Ih a clevei 
VmUfir Who', having bowed to the company, ], 0 really desires Ih to wed tto comitei 

- ' 1 - jouniess anti l-flnco llonry. without disobliging my brother. 'I I orefi 

nine o(T ; ii'phherg," sum lho king, with mock- this ridiculous passim) know ng well 111' 

;r.;:s, "well recognizes your worth, Htcphon, s ubo him. mid that ho^lll enjo) tho gg 

Wn urn Indobted to you——" of irmrrylng tho countess ngahiHl his ''ll 

ihoueand crowns or more from Prlnco Rudolf "Thore !s no cnifl, sir, said Stophei 
Interrupted Btcphen, with a how to tho prlnco nothing tart B |(lud oalh ,’,. r 

te Itlng. whits there Is! Itudolf has lilt the mark. Yet 

determined lo him his good luck. Refuse him, Osrn, 

Is, It may be, happy." . .. 


t„ thvlr liousvs. And wla-n all lho snoots woro clsarsrt 
I lie irl nv-ss v.-llvd la-rsvlf, utal lu-r irullaT inuunted hei 
I to horsv, mat thus slm rmlv hitelt to tho pulace; and 
lion" I’ta-w Umi sho hud I,eon In the huum of Biophcii tin 

'"'iml'iiVl'vr muitv iiionihs. Prlnco Henry, who had mad, 
ink'd "Ills ,-svat"! and iimrrled the lady whom he ovetl. 
was rveotivlloil to his father and returned to tho ejty ol 
Slrolsull. And when h.1 heard turn- .Stephen Imd tiled. 111 
r: i,-d a snt Lely in,uni,net,t over him. uml Imd carved, on 
ills tiiiino uml Ha- day mid the year mi which he had 
die • and underneath I"' caused to l,o engraved t|m words! 
"P V, .I rrlt-nd to n Friend." Ami when lltln monument 
h id Stood three days to Its place, there eunto thither, ft 
IV etoM.-ly veil:-!, tml sho prayed on her knees by Ih* 
“hument for a long while, and then rum amt stood r«> 
e.wdiiia It: ami her eyes rested or. the laet words that 
Prince llonry Imd written on tho stone, And she cam* 
near uml kissed lho words, and. when she had -kUmd 
them, sho whispered softly, "from u Lover to u I-ov»». 
















